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TEXT:  Genesis 15:5-6 
THEME:  THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM 

1. Look Up! 
2. Righteous by Faith 

 
He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars — if 
indeed you can count them."  Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.                 

NIV84 
In the name of our risen Savior, dear Christian friends: 
 

It’s an amazing sight!  To be out in the backcountry, camping at the foot of a 
mountain, looking up at the stars at night!  It’s beautiful and also humbling.  You feel 
so small when you remember that many of those stars are bigger than our own sun. 
 
Stars play a unique role in our text today.  Abraham had been the recipient of 
incredible promises from God.  God had promised him a son, that his son would 
become a great nation, that they would receive the entire land of Canaan, and that 
the Savior would be born from his descendants. 
 
But in our Old Testament reading, we heard Abraham struggle with God’s promises.  
As great an example of faith as Abraham was, at times we see him express doubt.  
We know that Abraham took matters into his own hands and made his own plans for 
an heir. 
 
With patience and mercy, God addressed Abraham’s fears.  To cement Abraham’s 
trust, the Lord invited him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count 
the stars—if indeed you can count them.”  “That’s how many descendants you 
will have.  Stop doubting and believe.” 
 
As I have stared at the stars on a dark night, I have often wondered what Abraham 
thought when God told him to “look up.”  Perhaps he was humbled and his own 
ideas and plans evaporated as he was surrounded by the greatness of his God.  No 
doubt hearing God compare the number of his offspring with the vast number of 
stars in the heavens—which we still cannot count—inundated Abraham with a 
renewed knowledge of the love and mercy of God. 
 
God addresses our fears and doubts also.  He has mercy on us in our weakness, as 
he did with Abraham.  He may rebuke us.  But often he simply takes us “outside” 
and points our eyes to the uncountable, gracious acts of love he has performed on 
our behalf.  They begin with his promise to Adam and Eve.  They continued in the 
many times he promised he would remain faithful to his promises.  They continued 
with his Son’s death and victory over sin.  They continue to the present day in the 
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ways he shaped your life, bringing you—out of all the billions of the people in the 
world today—to faith and sustaining your faith. 
 
Next time you look up at the stars, try to count them.  And in the process remember 
that God’s blessings to you are far greater, just as they were for Abraham. 
 
Abraham’s example of faith is so simple and easy for us to follow:  “Abram 
believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”  But in the 
whole matter of becoming righteous by faith, the emphasis is not on the faith by 
which we believe God’s promises but on the promises of God.  Listen to how St. 
Paul applied the account of Abraham’s faith in the book of Romans.  Here is Paul’s 
inspired explanation:  “What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, 
discovered in this matter?  If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God.  What does the Scripture say?  
‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’  Now 
when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an 
obligation.  However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who 
justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness” (Romans 5:1-5). 
 
Faith is trust that God declares wicked people—that’s you and me—to be righteous.  
God does not make us good enough to be declared righteous.  He comes to us 
while we are still under the burden of our sin and tells us that Jesus Christ, his Son, 
died for those sins.  God tells us that everyone’s righteousness has been 
accomplished, waiting to be received by faith.  If Abraham didn’t believe God’s 
promise, the gift of God’s righteousness would still be there—but Abraham would 
not have enjoyed its benefits.  He would have found no peace, no comfort, no joy, 
and no righteousness.  But Abraham took the Lord at his word and believed his 
promises of a son and of a Savior.  His believing didn’t make God’s forgiveness 
come true.  But it made the coming Savior’s work his own personal possession. 
 
Your faith works the same way.  You were not there to help Jesus struggle in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  You were not there to support Jesus when the blood 
flowed from his wounds on the cross.  You were not there to help bury Jesus.  All of 
it was done by Jesus alone, long before you were even born.  Yet the righteousness 
that Jesus won for you by his death and resurrection has become your personal 
possession by faith.   
 
St. Paul told the Ephesians and he tells us where that faith comes from.  “For it is 
by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  
Your faith itself is a gift from God.  Now your faith is your “amen” to God’s promise.  
Let all God’s people say, “Amen.” 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Almighty God, we stand in awe of your grace for us sinners.  For 
your promises and for those four words, “do not be afraid,” we thank 
you. 
 
Help us in our battle with Satan to remember that you are our shield 
and that you and your grace are the only rewards we will ever need. 
 
Forgive us when we doubt.  Give us a clear view of your love and 
your promises. 
 
Gracious Lord, forgive us for trying to get you to follow our will.  
Thank you for keeping us focused on your plans and promises. 
 
Thank you for your grace in our risen Savior Jesus Christ and the 
many blessings you have given us.  Thank you for your gift of 
righteousness through faith, and for giving and sustaining our saving 
faith. 
 
Lord God, thank you for your faithfulness.  Help us always to 
treasure the work you did for us and to hold on to your 
righteousness by faith. 
 
(special prayers, if any) 
 
In the name of risen Savior we ask this and pray the prayer he 
taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (modern) 
 
 


